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INTHECTAIMS. 

1. (currently amended) A basket for awashing machine, said basket coinprising: 

a body c(HiQ>rising an outer wall and at least one rib extending radially inward from said 
wall, said nb comprising at least a first portion having a first cross section and a second portion 
having a second cross section, said second cross section different fiom said first cross sectioii^ 
said outer wall including a phiralitv of apertures therethrough, said apertures anranced in single 
verticallv aligned colmnns between adjacent ribs, 

2, (original) A basket in accordance with Claim 1 wherein said rib extends substantially 
vertic^y. 

3« (original) A basket in accordance with Claim 1 wherein said rib comprises a first side 
and a second side, said basket fiirther comprising at least one circumferential suppoit band 
extending between said first side and said second side» said hand extending from said outer walL 

4. (original) A basket in accordance with Claim 1 wherein said first portion is 
substantially rectangular in cross section. 

5. (original) A basket in accordance with Claim 1 wherein said rib extends radially 
inward from said outer wall for a distance of about 0.395 to about 1 *S inches. 

6. (currently amended) A washing machine b^et comprising: 
an outer wall; and 

a plurality of ribs projecting radially inwardly from said outer wall, each said rib 
comprising a first end and a second end, said first end projecting a first radial distance from said 
outer wall, said second end projecting a second radial distance from said outer wall» said fijst 
radial distance less than said second radial distance: a q j 

ft pliffalitv qf 3PCTtyres fomyrf ia 9aid outer wall, said apertures arranged in sinrie 
verticallv aligned cohmm s between adjacent ribs . 
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7. (original) A basket in accordance with Claim 6, said rib comprisiDg a Inuisition 
portion projecting a variable distance fixini said outer wall, said variable distance ranging from 
said first radial distance to said second radial distance. 

8. (original) A basket in accordance with Claim 7 wherein said variable distance is 
about 0395 inches to about 1 .5 .inches. 

9. (original) A basket in accordance with Claim 7, said transition portion fiother hav^ 
a varying width. 

10* (cuzrcntly amended) A washing machine basket comprising: 

an outer wall and a plurality of vertically extending ribs projecting radially inwardly from 
said outer wail at a distance of about 0.395 to about 1.5 inche s, said outer wall inclndinp a 
phnalitv of aPCTtures tfaerethrougfa. said meitures a rranged in ^gle vertically aliened columns 

11. (currently amended) A basket in accordance witii Claim 10, wherein said we}} 
oomprismg o plurolily of operfuros^herethrou^rsaid q>ertures ^ outwardly flared. 

12. (origin^) A basket in accordance with Claim 10 wherein said ribs are outwardly 
flared at one end thereof . 

13. (original) A basket in accordance with Claim 10 further comprising a plurality of 
circumferential supports extending from said (Hiter wall. 

14. (original) A basket in accordance with Claim 13 wherein said supports are 
substantially flush with an outer surface of said wait. 

15. (original) A basket in accordance widi Claim 10 v^ovin a portion of said rib is 
substantially triangular. 

16: (cunently amended) A washing machine basket comprising: 



4 



PAGE 8/16 * RCVD AT 1 1/23/2005 6:47:27 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:U8PTO-EFXRF4/26 • DNI8:2738300 * CSID: 314621 5065 * DURATION (mm-ss): 04-56 



11/23/2005 17:49 FAX 3146215065 



@)009/016 



9D-HR-19408 
PATENT 

a substandally cylindrical outer wall and a plurality of inwaidly piojectiiig ribs depending 
tberefiom, each said rib comprising: 

a first portion having a first radially extending height fiom said outer wall and a 
first tangential width; gssi 

a second portion having a second radiaUy extending height firom said outer wail 
and a second tangential widtti, said first height less than said second heig^ said first width 
greatcf than said second width, 

whCTein. said o uter wall inc ludes a plu rality of apCTtures therethroudi, said apertures 
ammged in single verticallv alimed columns between adjacent ribs, 

17. (original) A basket in accordance with Claim 16 wherein said first hdght and said 
second l^ght are in a range fiom about 0.395 to about l.S inches. 

18. (original) A basket in accordance with Claim 16 wherein said first portion is 
substantially rectangular and said second portion is substantially triangular. 

19. (currently amended) A washing machine comprisiog: 
a cabinet; and 

a basket lotatably mounted in said cabinet, said basket comprising an outer wall and a 
plurality of really inwardly projecting ribs extending fiom said outer wall, said ribs having a 
varying width between ends thereo f, said basket fiiytbcr including a plurality of apCTtures 
therethrough^ said apq twes arranged in single verticallv aligned colunws between adjacent ribs . 

20. (original) A washing machine in accordance with Claim I9« said ribs extending 
inwardly fix>m said outer wall at a height of approximately 0395 to 1.5 inches. 
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